
The Group Psychotherapy
Foundation’s Scholarship and

Awards Program offers financial sup-
port to those wishing to further their
professional development by attending
the AGPA Annual Institute and
Conference. Attending the Annual
Meeting allows recipients to learn and
grow personally and professionally,
making connections that will last a life-
time. And as Jennifer Meyer, a 2005
scholarship recipient from Texas wrote,
to become “hooked on group therapy.”
The following excerpts of correspon-
dence received from just a few of the
2005 recipients demonstrate the value
of attending the AGPA Annual Meeting
and how important these awards were
in allowing them to do so.

Nhi-Ha Trinh, MD, writes: “So
much to say, but so hard to say it all;

mostly: thank you. The Conference was
a life-changing, life-affirming experi-
ence. I got to know our colleagues in a
way that was truly inspiring. The two-
day Institutes in particular were really
wonderful. I will certainly make the
AGPA Institute and Conference a year-
ly event on my calendar (I’ve already
put it in for next year in San
Francisco!), and hope to one day con-
tribute and sponsor future partici-
pants/trainees!”

Jessey Bernstein, PhD, writes: “I
am extremely grateful for the existence
of these scholarships: as a student and
now a new professional, I would not
have been able to afford to attend oth-
erwise. Which would have meant that I
would have missed out on some of the
most memorable training and growth
experiences I have had. It is both the

organization of the Conference and the
people who attend and bring it to life
that make the Annual Meeting so influ-
ential. I am now “hooked” on AGPA
and hope to continue to attend these
meetings for a long time to come….
Particularly in the two-day Institute,
but also in many of the other work-
shops and sessions I took, I felt grateful
to be able to listen to and interact with
so many people who share it all: their
deeply personal experiences, opinions,
and expertise. I think it is a testament
to the values that AGPA holds, as well
as to the set-up of its programming
(both the content and the structure),
that it draws so many open and wise
people, and creates a space where they
feel safe enough to share so honestly
and fully. I feel like the Annual Meeting
is an oasis on which I will be able to
rely, in upcoming years, for continued
support, education and personal growth
as a group therapist. I recall leaving last
year and marveling at the existence of
so many therapeutically like-minded
people, and feeling secure in the knowl-
edge that many of them congregate in
one place about once a year!

“Finally, I have to say that I love
the Friday-night dance that is orga-
nized. This is partly because it is a
chance to connect with many people
who I’ve only had a few moments to
chat with, and in a laid-back atmos-
phere. It also helps with a bit of clo-
sure: even though the conference ends
Saturday, the dance is a place to start
to say goodbye. And finally, I love that
it allows the older and younger of us to
mingle in a way that is non-hierarchi-
cal. For young therapists like me, it is a
really nice way to have some fun with
colleagues who I might otherwise not
want to disturb.”

Jason Carpenter, MA, writes:
“Before attending the 2005 Annual
Meeting a number of my mentors
described for me their previous experi-

ences. I had been told of the opportuni-
ty for professional growth, the feeling
of camaraderie between peers, and the
renewed vigor with which they
returned to work. I had seen them
return from previous Annual Meetings
with all of these qualities and more. I
attended with high hopes and some
sense of anxiety, as it was my first con-
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Group Psychotherapy Foundation Invites Applications for 
2006 Scholarships and Awards for Annual Meeting
Fern Cramer-Azima, PhD, DFAGPA, Editor, Group Assets

How To Apply  Deadline: November 30, 2005

All Scholarship candidates are requested to:
1. Submit a curriculum vitae and a one-page statement of reasons for wish-

ing to attend the Annual Meeting, including present and future  goals,
with particular focus on their plans in the area of group therapy.

2. Submit a completed Scholarship Applicant Profile. 
3. Submit a completed Annual Meeting Registration Form. 
4. Submit a completed AGPA Membership application form if not already a

member. Do not include payment; eligible nonmembers are awarded
membership as part of the Scholarship. 

5. Submit two letters of recommendation, preferably from AGPA or Affiliate
Societies members.

All Award candidates are requested to:
1. Submit a letter of introduction from either the candidate or the person

recommending the candidate that clearly states why the candidate's par-
ticular work should be considered for the award.

2. Send a copy of the project being recommended (unless it is an article
from the International Journal of Group Psychotherapy, in which case a
reference is sufficient).

3. Submit a curriculum vitae of the person or group being recommended.
4. Award applicants also need to submit two references from recognized

authorities in the area of the work either from within or outside AGPA.

Required forms and more detailed explanations of each scholarship are
available on AGPA’s website at www.agpa.org/stdnt/gpfschawds.html.
Additional questions? E-mail: info@agpa.org.

If you are interested in contributing to the 2006 Annual Meeting Scholarship
Fund, contact the GPF office at 212-477-2677 or visit our website at
www.agpa.org and click "Donate Now." Your donation will assist us in help-
ing many qualified candidates attend the Meeting. 

continued on back

Capital Campaign News Coming in Next Issue!



Advocates
($25,000+)
Hayward Industries

Sustainers
($10,000+)
Anne & Ramon Alonso
Ruth Hochberg and

Phyllis Hochberg
Siegel/The Capital
Group Companies
Charitable Foundation

Phyllis Cohen and
Walter Goldstein

The Holmes Family
Foundation

The Kealy Family
Foundation

Louis Ormont

Explorers
($5,000-$9,999) 
Patricia & Merle Barth
Priscilla Kauff
Robert Klein
Elizabeth Knight
Gil Spielberg

Sponsors
($2,500-$4,999) 
Marsha Block &

Leonard Walter
David & Judith Brook
Trish Cleary & Diana

Kunkel
Barbara & Al Dazzo
Earl Hopper
Sallie Riester
Josephine & Albert

Tervalon
Robert & Sara Jane

White

Guides 
($1,000-$2,499) 
Guilford Publications,

Inc.
Atlanta Group

Psychotherapy Society

Bruce Bernstein
Michael Brook
Bonnie Buchele
Toby Chuah-Feinson
Connie Concannon
Eleanor Counselman
Mary & John Dluhy
Sara Emerson & Bic

Stevens
Nanine Ewing
Jacqueline Fish
Jerome Gans
Douglas Greve
David Hawkins & James

Boyles
Samuel James
Jeffrey Kleinberg
Beatrice Liebenberg
Etta Martin
Mary Nicholas
J. Dustin Nichols
Northeastern Group

Psychotherapy Society
Oasis Center
Michael Ostrower
Nolan Penn
Joan Seiffert
Melvin Stern
Hillel Swiller
Barbara & Don Turner
Carol Vaughan & Gar

Willis
Bert Weinblatt
Byron Wilkenfeld
Marian Yeager
Elliot Zeisel & Mary

Sussillo

Supporters
($500-$999) 
Penny Blum
Nina Brown
Gary Burlingame
Suzanne Cohen
Colorado Group

Psychotherapy Society
Elaine Cooper
Joel Frost & Tom

Magaraci

Donald Fuhrmann
Lena Furgeri
Susan Gantt
Barbara Squire Ilfeld &

Fred Ilfeld
Jeannine Jacques
Eleanor Komet
Marti Kranzberg &

Teresa Gardner
A. Lane Leckman
Molyn Leszcz
Louisiana Group

Psychotherapy Society
Janice Morris
Kathy Rider
Marianne Robinson
George Saiger
Judith Schoenholtz-Read
Stephanie Simonton
Sherrie Smith
SaraKay Smullens
Barney Straus
Donald Wexler

Donors
($150-$499) 
Mark Abramson
David Altfeld
Bernard Arons
Kathleen Ault
Paul Bartlett
Robert David Bennett
Shoshana Ben-Noam
Rafe Blaugrund
Sharon Cheeseman
Jane Christ
Douglass Clark
Paul Cox
Mark Cutler
Warren Deane
Catherine Deering
Patricia Doherty
Hylene & Richard

Dublin
Randy Dunagan
Patrice Easterly
Felicia Einhorn
Barbara Feld/Mt. Sinai

Family

Aaron Fink
Jeanne Gavrin
Franklin Gittess
Merle Ann Goldberg
Elinor Grayer
Robert & Anne Grew
Natan HarPaz
Irene Harwood
Michael Hegener
Russell Hopfenberg
Jeff Hudson & Bob

Blodgett
Susanne Jensen
Nick Kanas
Edward Karmiol
Paul Kaye
Cele Keeper
Nancy Kelly
Howard Kibel
Eugene Kidder
Joseph Kobos
Steven Krugman
Robert Lauretig
Marguerite Lederberg
Rochelle Levit
Lisa Mahon & Phil

Flores
Bernard Makowsky
Richard Miller
William Moore
Sarah Nelson
Edmund Nightingale
Hindy Nobler
David Perry
Philadelphia Area Group

Psychotherapy Society
Cecil Rice
Rosalind Rice
Sharan Schwartzberg
Emanuel Shapiro
Joseph Sikes (in honor

of Charlotte Sikes
Howard)

Irwin Sollinger
Mark Sorensen
Katherine Steele
Tom & Catherine Stone
Ginger Sullivan
Nina Thomas
Rick Tivers
Karen Travis
Marsha Vannicelli
Barry Wepman
Wright Williams

Contributors
(Up to $149) 
Yvonne Agazarian
Sharon Alpert
Kim Bailey
Shari Baron
Raymond Battegay
Robin Benjamin
Madaleine Berley
Edith Bernstein
Kent Berry
Bradley Bloom
June Blum
Linda Blume
Virginia Brabender
Sarah Brandel
Grant Brenner
Phil Broemel
Barbara Brown
Cynthia Brown
Gail Brown
Ursula Brown
Pauline Burgher
Alice Byrne
Patricia Carver
Michael Cascio
Sharyl Cates
Chu-Chang Chen
Richard Cheney
Barbara Cohn
Leslie Cole
Mary Colmey-Peters
Timothy Conkright
Ginny Conlon
Andrew Corbett
Nancy Crawford
Barbara Cristy
Maxim Daamen
Brian Dacey
Carol Dallinga
Molly Donovan
Donald Ehrman
Jay Erwin-Grotsky
Anita Evans
Susan Farrow-

Hutcheson
Stephen Fecho
Donald Ferguson
Dorcas Fick-Mellecker
Nina Fieldsteel
Howard Fink
Barbara Finn
Chera Finnis (in memo-

ry of Nancy Edwards)
Michael Frank

Ramon Ganzarain
Marcia Geller
Cheryl Gerson
Ron Giannetti
Martha Gilmore
Macario Giraldo
Sheri Gold
Robin Good
Arthur Gray
Enod Gray
Katie Griffin
David Griffiths
Micki Grimland
Joshua Gross
Peter Gumpert
Daniel Harrop
Sherry Hatcher
David Hescheles
Lucinda Hotchkiss
Anthony Joyce
Miriam Kauderer
Karis Klassen
Stephen Knezek
Mary Krueger
Sandra Jo Lane
Emily Lape
Thomas Large
Carol Lark
Elaine Leader
Miguel Leibovich
John Levenson
Tom Levin
Ronnie Levine
Carole Lewis
Glenn Lipson
Lawrence Ludwig
Philip Luloff
Michael Lydon
Rebecca MacNair-

Semands
John Magee
Lawrence Malcus
Amelita Mandingo
Lynn Manning
Stanley Masinter
Anne McEneaney
Robert McLaughlin
Allan Mohl
Patricia Moran
George Moskowitz
Robert Moteki
Ronald Nierman
John O'Hearne

Dorothy Parker
James Pedigo
Evelyn Perlman
Richard Pessagno
Rose Phelps
Suzanne Phillips
William Powles
Alice Powsner
Jeffrey Price
Terry Pyles
Dan Raviv
Diane & F. Theodore

Reid
Scott Reinhardt
Lewis Richmond
John Rochios
Ethel Rosenfeld
Phyllis Rosen-Rieser
Eleanore Rothenberg
Seymour Rubenfeld (in

honor of Arthur
Kossoff)

Elizabeth Ruefli
Sonja Saltman
Saul Scheidlinger
Naomi Schwartz
Rosemary Segalla
Isidore Shapiro
Meg Sharpe
Geoffrey Shaskan
Sharon Shaw
Mary Sandra Shemonsky
Tony Sheppard
Stephen Skulsky
Roberta Slavin
Edward Soo
Susan Spitz
Neal Spivack
Susan Stoller
Lyn Sullivan
Tetsuro Takahashi
Judith Tellerman
Jude Treder-Wolff
Ariel Troncoso
Isaac Tylim
Judith Ullman
Kathleen Ulman
Robert Unger
Maria Warrack
Robert Weber
C. Donald Williams
Elisheva Zeira
Robert Zeszotarski

2005 Contributors to the 
Group Psychotherapy Foundation 
(Reflects gifts made from January 1, 2005 through June 30, 2005)

ference. I was in no way let down by
the experience. In fact, what I
noticed was what they had all left
out, a sense of awe that people from
all over the world were participating,
supporting and engaging in what can
be described as life changing work
for themselves and others. That peo-
ple continue to push the edge of what
is known and what can be accom-
plished. I noticed this most in ‘The
Large Group.’ I was amazed at the
overall sense of warmth I felt even
during the disagreements. 

“Another of my meaningful
experiences was the closeness and
support from those who have been in
and continue to lead the field. I

noticed an availability and a desire to
teach that doesn't often occur in
other professions, where competition
can have negative connotations. I felt
as though I was invited to play on
their field as a peer, to test my skills,
and to incorporate all of the experi-
ence on display. All were open to con-
versation, all invited questions and
feedback, and all seemed to enjoy the
occasion as much as I, a first-time
attendee. I took away from this a
tremendous amount of respect for my
contemporaries, my peers and myself.

“As a scholarship recipient, I can-
not thank the AGPA and those who
contributed to the scholarship fund
enough. I do not think I could have
attended without financial assistance.
I look forward to the day when this is
not true and I can pass along the gen-

erosity that others have shown me.”

Available Awards and
Scholarships
The Group Psychotherapy
Foundation is again pleased to offer
multiple funding opportunities to
attend the 2006 AGPA Annual
Meeting, February 20-25, at the
Westin St. Francis, San Francisco,
California. Among the awards and
scholarships being offered are: the
Alonso Award for Excellence in
Psychodynamic Group Theory; the
Aaron Stein Memorial Fund Award;
the Anne Alonso Scholarship; the
Donald T. Brown Memorial
Scholarship; the Josephine M.
Cunningham Scholarship; the
Durkin-Glatzer Scholarships; the
Ruth Hochberg Scholarship; the
International Scholarship; the
Susanne Jensen Scholarship; the Saul
Scheidlinger Scholarship; and the
Wilkenfeld Psychiatric Resident
Scholarship. 

Group Assets
Fern Cramer-Azima, PhD, DFAGPA, Editor

Group Psychotherapy Foundation
25 East 21st Street, 6th floor, New York, NY 10010 
phone: 212-477-2677; toll-free: 877-668-AGPA (2472) 
fax: 212-979-6627; e-mail: info@agpa.org

Research Grants Available 
from Foundation

Funds are available from the Group Psychotherapy

Foundation to support group psychotherapy research

that focuses on one of five clinical populations: children;

the elderly; the severe and persistent mentally ill; sub-

stance abusers; and significantly ill patients with

marked functional impairment.

Grants are typically awarded at $2,500–$15,000

depending on the importance and originality of the

research to the field, the qualifications of the investiga-

tors and the number of research applications received.

Grant funding can be used to support the basic costs of

research, e.g., supplies, research equipment, photocopy-

ing, postage, computer services, statistical consultation

and research assistant salaries; investigator salaries and

travel expenses are not funded. (Equipment purchased

for use with a research project is to be donated to an

institution at the completion of the project.) Grant

monies are awarded with an expected completion of the

project in one year as follows: 50 percent upon grant

approval, 40 percent upon submission of a six-month

progress report and the final 10 percent upon receipt of

a post-project report.

The grant application, as well as a list of the addi-

tional supporting materials that must accompany the

application are available on AGPA’s website at

www.agpa.org/stdnt/resgrantapp.html. The deadline for

receipt of research grant application materials is

November 1, 2005. 

Scholarships and Awards
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